
Connections on 
Issues of Violence

Can We Create a 
Nonviolent Future?

1



Why connections?

ÅIt helps us understand how violence 

works. That helps us understand how 

countering violence works.

ÅInstead of dividing our work on different 

issues, we can multiply our work on 

different issues.

ÅWe can work together building a web of 

peace and life if we know where the 

strands are. 
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Connecting 
Individual Issues

ÅWar

ÅDeath penalty

ÅAbortion

ÅEuthanasia

ÅPoverty

ÅRacism
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Death Penalty & 
Culture of Life

Â John Paul II did include opposition to the 
death penalty in his encyclical discussing the 
Culture of Life. 

Â ñIf we're trying to establish a culture of life, 
it's difficult to have the state sponsoring 
executions.ò

-- conservative Republican U.S. Senator Sam Brownback

Gloria Borger, ñA Time for Uncertainty.ò U.S. News and World Report, April 11, 2005. p. 34
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Abortion & War

Excessive military and war spending

crowds out funding for human 
needs, including crucial supportive 
services for abortion-preventing 
help to low-income mothers. 
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Abortion & War

ñBoth the military ethic and the abortion ethic 
are grounded in the same belief: Life is 
cheap. Iraqi life. Fetal life. . . . The language 
of the war lobby and the abortion lobby is 
from the same glossary of evasions. No one 
likes war, say the generals. No one likes 
abortions, says NOW. But let's keep the killing 
option, just in case. And cases keep coming. 
If Iraqis are causing trouble, or Libyans, 
Grenadans or Panamanians, bomb them. If 
fetuses pose problems, destroy them.ò

-- Colman McCarthy, columnist - Washington Post, April 11, 1992
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Abortion, Death Penalty & War

ñReference was made to my agreeing that abortion is 
taking a human life, which it is.  However, let us 
remember that war is also legalized killing, that the 
pilot that dropped the atom bomb on Nagasaki and 
Hiroshima killed human life.  He got medals for it.  
We bless our troops when they go into battle to kill 
human beings, so that the taking of human life, 
including the death penalty in certain states like 
Utah, where the man was shot, is not a strange 
behavior in a society.ò

-- Frank Behrend, M.D., whose practice included abortions
tape-recorded speech November 7, 1977
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Poverty Causes Abortion

In states with no Medicaid funding of 
abortion, women on Medicaid have 1.6 
times the rate of abortions than 
women of higher income ïthey are 
more than half again as likely to have 
abortions.

With funding, it is 3.9 times as many. 

Heather Boonstra and Adam Sonfield, ñRights Without Access: Revisiting 
Public Funding of Abortion for Poor Women,ò The Guttmacher Report 
on Public Policy, April 2000, Volume 3, Number 2.
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Poverty Causes Abortion

Material deprivation is among the 
more vicious pressures to abort. 
Itôs  exacerbated by people who 
take the attitude that poor women 
should not be having children to be 
a "welfare burden."
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Abortion Causes Poverty

When babies are not caused by sex, 
but by deciding not to have an 
abortion, they become the 
womanôs entire responsibility. Men 
self-righteously ditch their paternal 
responsibilities, and the 
feminization of poverty increases. 
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Death Penalty, 
Racism & Poverty

Many statistical studies have shown that 
the chance of getting a death sentence 
shoots up for those of low income and 
for ethnic minorities. 
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