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Some of us who went through the anti-war struggles of the 1960s and
early 1970s are now active in the right-to-life movement . . . We are moved by
what pro-life feminists call the "consistency thing" – the belief that respect for
human life demands opposition to abortion, capital punishment, euthanasia, and
war. We don't think we have either the luxury or the right to choose some types
of killing and say that they are all right, while others are not. A human life is a
human life; and if equality means anything, it means that society may not value
some human lives over others.

- Mary Meehan, The Progressive, September, 1980

For me, this transformation started with the reporting I did on the Babies
Doe. . . . I came across a number . . . who were convinced that making it possible
for a spina bifida or a Down's syndrome infant to die was the equivalent of what
they called "late abortion." . . . These infants were born . . . they were entitled to
at least the same rights as people on death row . . ..So for the first time, I began
to pay attention to the "slippery slope" warnings of pro-lifers.

- Nat Hentoff, speech to Americans United for Life Forum, Chicago, 1986

I followed the news stories while a newborn child was starved at an
Indiana hospital because he was born with Down's syndrome. The years I had
spent fighting for federal architectural standards, for equal access and equal
employment suddenly didn't make sense. If the new strategy was to eliminate
those of us with disabilities at birth, then that was where I would stand up for our
rights.

- Scott Rains, disability-rights activist

If women must submit to abortion to preserve their lifestyle or career,
their economic or social status, they are pandering to a system devised and run
by men for male convenience . . . Of all the things which are done to women to fit
them into a society dominated by men, abortion is the most violent invasion of
their physical and psychic integrity.

- Daphne de Jong, New Zealand writer
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